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LANGUAGEINLOLITA

The novel Lolita contains a plot that can be hard to believe as.anthentic events in a
person’s lifetime. The readers are introduced to the pedophilic relationship Humbert
Humbert pursues with young Dolores. Humbert from the beginning of the novel displays
his canny use of syntax. Humbert has the ability to deceive and construe readers with his
use of “fancy” poetic language. This ability in turns effect the way readers interpret his
admiration and obsession of a young female adolescent.

Ellen Pifer notes in The Cambridee Companion to Nahokov that readers are warned
of Humbert’s duplicitous nature from the outset (187). On the opening page of his memoir
Humbert announces, “You can always count on a murderer for a fancy prose style.” (9).
He acknowledges his ability of distracting readers from the fact that he is a murderer with
the evocative power of his language. Nabokov has filled T.olita to the brink with exquisite

metaphors, intricate wordplay, puzzles and allusions to other authors and their works. The

A significant portion of the essay has been copied directly from the source,
yet it is not referenced in the body of the text or listed in the bibliography.
The candidate is representing the work of another person as their own, this
is a clear breach of IB regulations in the form of plagiarism.

The highlighted extract continues on the following four pages.

http:/lup.lub.lu.se/luur/download?func=downloadFile&re
cordOld=1415031&fileOld=1471697
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Lolita (187! [n conclusion, Humbert uses the concepts of the nymph and the enchanted

hunter to glorify his attraction to young girls. He emphasizes the magical properties of both
in an attempt to veil his motives. The enchanted hunter concept is also used to connect
Humbert to his enigmatic counterpart Quilty, who is the antagonist of the novel.
Furthermore, Humbert is able to feel guilt to some degree. His reduction of Lolita to an
aesthetic object works, however, to the detriment of the child, as he never becomes fully
aware of the degree of harm he has inflicted! T.astly, two types of textual signals are
discernable in this aspect of Humbert’s narration. First, there is an admitted lack of
reliability in that Humbert admits to being able to distract the reader with his language.
Sccond, the descriptions of the nymph and the enchanted hunter concepts denote
subjectivity. The reader is exposed to Humbert’s personal view of his love for young girls
in several passages. When Humbert endeavours to remember Annabel and Lolita, he sees
their faces: “I remember... [Annabel's] features far less distinctly today that I did a few
years ago, before I knew Lolita. There are two kinds of visual memory: one when you
skilfully recreate an image in the laboratory of your mind, with eyes open (and then I see
Annabel); and the other when you instantly evoke, with shut eyes... the objective,
absolutely optical replica of a beloved face, a little ghost in natural colors (and this is how

I see Lolita)” (Appel 11). The two faces are superimposed upon each other. Annabel’s

é illustrated by the previously mentioned run in with Quilty at The Enchanted Hunters.

\ Humbert acknowledges the injury he caused Lolita at times. This acknowledgement becomes

-

\ fully realizes the harm he has done to Lolita (187).

gradually more explicit in the second half of the novel. Marcus argues, however, that he never
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