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An analysis of the connection between globalization , British colonialism and English as a global language

Chapter-1 : Perks of English

English has been used in many dialects throughout the world for the last five centuries and
served as 4 shared communication tool between people who have different main languages.
Therefore , English has earned the status of a prevalent language. Colonialism was the seed that
caused the spread of European languages such as : French’; Porfuguese’; Russian'; Lafin ;Dutch,
(English. Spanish and German, These languages were especially effective intheif colonial
fterritories but the real question is : [How did English become the most widespread language

of all times ?

To answer this question , we can refer to §Wo/factors : the €xteral qualities of English and
{internal qualities of english. According te Manfred Gorlach , @ german linguist , states that

lexicon and structure are crucial materials of language. The simpler the language the more

people prefer to use the language. For examplc English'is much simpler compared to Latin.
Unlike English , Latin has dative , masculine , feminine , accusative or neuter. English does
[t have any of the Latin language features listed @bove: Also', Englishiis superior to Latin in)
terms of vocabulary complexity because ; a language that has more words is a better language
because it provides more verbal opportunities to the people who are speaking the language.

This also means that the English is flexible with other languages. English is one of the most

Another advantage of knowing how to read , write and speak English for an individual is that
the individual is likely to be able to find similarities between English and his or her mother
tongue and this makes learning much easier. English is a mixture of many languages in the
world such as French , German and Latin and this is the reason that causes other European
languages to be similar to English and therefore : learning English is much easier for individuals
who speak a1 European language compared to those who speak ™on-European languages.

Besides , English is being used in many modern-life situations such as infernet conversations ,
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english-become-lingua-franca.html

LINGUA FRANCA?

As a lingua franca — a §harsdilanguage of EommuIIZtivAN_sed
between people whose main languages are different - [Engisiihas been
‘used in numerous dialects throughout the world for the last five centuries. n

the past, Greek and Latin served as lingua franca. During the course of

(and English _ere lingua francas especiall (intheif colonies’ feritories! Our
chief (question here is (how English became the most well known ingua

franca.

There are W0 main factors that make English a lingua franca. The

are its infernal and external ¢ ualities.

Internal quality: Structure and lexicon
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modern science , technical terms ,etc. and therefore , English is capable of satisfying the
;ommunication needs of modern people.(Bullard, 2014.)

Additionally, English'had 430.000 wordSHill9805 and it had received 2000 more Words in 2007
according to the 7th'edition of Oxford Dictionary.

Another aspect of English language is its external quality. External quality means the

geographical diffusion, economic and political power , number of users , media communication
in diplomacy and science and globalization.

Seeing the steady evolution of-ﬁin_if—
fifth century to the largest speaking area is definitely fascinating. Still , it is Spreading to the
@orld surcly and slowly. At the last decades of 16thEehtutyN approximately ¢million people
were speaking English. After 35 decades , more than 50 million people were speaking English.
Also , an extra HODIBHpeople were lEAig EAgHSHES & SecoMMAFYIGREHAGE. Nowadays
in 215t century’, more than 300 million people speak English as their mother tongue and
approximately 1 billion - 400 million people speak English as a foreign language:

According toDavid Graddol , who is aBritish linguist ; almost two billion feSpleare leaming
(English as a foreign language throughout the world. Therefore , it is completely reasonable to
say that almost #wo billion people are speaking English cither as a mother tongue or a secondary

language.(Anton,2011)

(Manfred Gérach, a ngu'st from Germany, says that structure and
excon are_mportant_tems n a (angliage. The's mperthe structure
‘more peope ke to use the anguage. Compared to Latn, for_rstance,

(Eng sh s much smper. Latn has accusat ve, datve, gen tve, femnne,

imascu ne, or neuter, but Eng sh does not have such features. Moreover,
the more vocabuary a_anguage has the better the anguage. Itiffiéans that
the anguage s fexbe wth any other anguage. Eng sh s one of the most
flexbe anguages and an easy anguage to understand. As t sa mxof so
(many anguages nthe word, every Eng sh user — non natve —w eas y

get accustomed to Eng sh as he m ght f nd some s m arty to hs anguage.

Bes des that Eng sh s an up to date anguage. It can convey and expa n
modern peope’s ves. Inffi9808)[ERGISAIRAAM50.000 words. In 2007 there
were 2000} ¢_ WordS added n the 78 EA Eon of O¥iord D El6Ram!

External quality: number of users, geographical diffusion, Political

It samaz g to see how stead yE g shha
‘ethn c groups: Ang es and Saxons n the 5th century to the argest area of
Speaking! it s s owy but sure y/Spreading 16/the who e Word w de. At the
end of the 16th century, there were @pproxmatey between 5 and 7m. on
(peope who spoke [Eng'sh! n the word. 350 years ater, there were (ore)
{#a&n'50 t me m_on. Meanwh e there were another #1007 "6R) eam ng.
Eng sh as a fore gn anguage. At the beg nn ng of the 21StiGentury) there
are(ore han 300/ 0 peope who SpeakEENg sh s the ¢ { st anauage.
There are belween-; 1b on-m_
second (@nguiage! The (Brtsh 'nguist (Davd Graddo) has found that 2.
(b on'pedpe across the word (@fe eamng Eng sh! It_s safe to say that
more than 1 b _on, maybe even 2(b/" Gn/pecpeare us ng(Eng shiaround

the word
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Ina very spec a way, n_ate(#8/century, Eng shwas broughto the
Unted States, Canada, Austra a, New Zeaand, some sands of the
An analysis of the connection between globalization , British colonialism and English as a global language - M _ w- In _
[Eng'sh''s) the natve anguage orMotIF tongue of most peop e. South
(iffea) s regarded as a speca case s nce (EAZISANSTIEd) n var ous

d aects somehow, @) ts (Fonaranjiage:

the current prevalence of English language. English people and English language have spread

surely and slowly from small populations of Angles and Saxons. In 1607 , a major decision for After co nasma of the former Btsh : wpre formed a >m vinwea th
(oficountreés. Most of the countr es are fTifica Some ofthe countresarzinisa

~ kzinda, 2akstan, Sngapore, Maaysa, ong Kong and the ’h ppnes .hs s

(oneistrategy that has nurtured Eng sh as ngua franca among ethncs and

permanently used English as a main language , the colony which is known as United States. -M

In addition , the decisions of union of 1707 had a major contribution to English language as it

Chapter Two : Colonialism and English language

The geographical diffusion of British Angles and Saxons is an undeniable factor that caused

an imposed language was made. This decision was the establishment of the world's first colony

that

was getting more widespread in Europe. The development of technology and science in the
19th. century made English language get more widespread and more established compared to
past centuries. The new destinations of British English were Asia , Oceania and Africa as the
British colonialism perpetuated.
In the final years of 18th. century’, the British EnglishWas brought {o the New Zealand )
Canada, Australia , Carribean islands , United States and the Anglophone people in Canada.
Today , in these@i€a8); mother language or native language of citizens i English even though

some minorities still speak the language of their ethnic origin.

Just like many other cases , the prevalence of English language also has an exception in
Africa. The Republic of South Africa is considered a special case because English is used in

many different dialects and somehow as a national language.
(All'of the former colonial countries that were under the control of British Empire had formed

@ commonwealth of countries ile the colonialism. The majority of the countries that formed
this commonwealth are located in Africa. The rest of the GOURIIES) that participated in this

commonwealth are i Asia such as :Malaysia , India, Singapore . Pakistan . Philippines and

(Hong Kong. This is one of the reasons why English became a global language today and also
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the reason why English language and culture partially replaced the traditional cultures and
[anguages in some of those countries.

There are several proofs that support the hazardousness of a lingua franca such as English. For
example in’some countries , English is being perceived @s an important tool for local purposes.
On the other hand , English is being preferred by some countries such as [rndonesiaand

Scandinavian countries to express their needs , their emotions and even their opinions.

This situation occurs in Younger generations due to existence of widespread social networks

and internet itself. In/Scandinayian countries , young generations often abandon their mother

tongue and prefer to speak English to communicate and this is the part where a lingua franca

starts to become hazardous in terms of protecting or sustaining a culture.

(Economic and Political power@ie the most essential components that supported the
worldwide spreading of English language and culture. We can say that the prevalence of English
language Would be impossible Wilidipolitical and economic superiority of British Empire.
(Economy and politics are together or *one" and Both are linked to cach other very tightlyl&l
politically strong country is usually afich country and Vice Versa. British Empire gained more
political power and got richer when it—o_ut_ The
Rritish Empire had-ig_t_o_when it was at

the peak of its power. The ones who resisted to this dictatorship were generally killed by British

soldiers to create an image of fear amongst other natives to prevent any further rebellions. On the
otherhand s many of the natives Were very (lSHESIEMiN English language. Speaking the royal

language of kings and queens gave them a sense of superiority and pride compared to those who

were not able to speak the royal language. Also , the natives who were able to speak English

Some: other (countres: see [Eng sh as an "mortant: anguage for{oca)
{puUriosss It's a promnent omen happen ng among the ¥/3Unger generatons) n
{hdones i and other non-Eng sh kng countr es, that often use Eng sh to
convey ther demands ceary. Un ke the od generaton, today's younger
generatons n(zeindnaan, for exa,np e, are eavng the var ous mother tongues
and choos ng to use Eng sh.

Political and Economic Power

The rap d growth and spread ng of Eng sha over the word as we
see__now (WRNHIIDENMPOSSIDIE) Wit these_two (EEIPIItENEND

cononic, PONASTaNG the EEONIINY) somehow, (IFSISIIBNt _nk to each

other so cosey. ATFehcountr™ ends to be po tca y powerfu, @vitvice
ver a.

When Eng and istspped ot t5\ivade and cony iirotircountrss) t
became r cher and r cher and more powerfu po tca y. When twas at ts
most powerfu, t fifced the fiabitants of the conquered countr es to Speak

murdered. Neverthe ess, Ofhe'otiers:aid, naiy peop e Weritersitsdn
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were called 'educated by colonialists and this term was also effective in compelling the natives
to speak English. In turn , the nativespassed down the English language 10'their children to form

the English speaking civilization we have today._

Also , it is important to understand that colonization causes economic and political

superiority and domination of one nation against another. The domination of a nation usually
occurs in military domination , if we consider the fact that all colonialist nations have used their
advanced military as a tool to control and dominate. This is a fact if we read the history of last
four centuries of our world. However , another political term keeps its existence today which is
the term we call 'Neo-colonialism'. This term relates to the contemporary relationship between
former colony nations and former colonialist nations. Even today , less industrialized countries
keep their connection established with former colonialists due to their industrial and economic
vulnerability. In return , former colonialists demand rights to determine the spoken and written
language in the former - colony country to control economic exchange and they also demand
rights to control specific natural resources. This type of international relationships are still
happening in our world and the colonialism keeps existing with a different name and with
different conditions.

Since the English' language Came o America in 18th century , AAmerica has kept gaining
(miBFe prestige and its importance also kept increasing compared to other countries. Therefore ,

the people who have resided in America also got more important and had privileges.

English language has consolidated its position as a prevalent language as immigrants kept
coming from Burope , Asia and Africa. Afterwards , English language has alsobecome the
language of aviation, shipping and commerce. n

(Education and Religion aspects are also important factors that made English what it is today.

earn ng (A8 The K ng/Queens anguage gave them a spec a (pride)
ke be ng caisdieducated’ They n tum then passed n dorzintitisn
(Ghrdren; ft goes onunt now.

According to history , missionaries from ﬂl_have made major contributions to the

spreading of English language. Missionaries have come to colonies either with fraders or'

SnerEnghicametyera) n 1700-1800s,
ncreased hgher than other pope and _the anguage became Tnae
(MpGTANtioo As the IRMIJFARLS come [ a_over the EUFIpEyATTcaand
(UnaEn shibecome: _ngua franca Soon t became the ma n anguage
not ony n everyday use, but as a @ gtagejol con ierse; a itonaid
sh pg.

H story proved that SISSIGRAMESIFS any SFH p ayed a very
(mpotait)oe nspread ng Eng sh. They came a ong (i th FE3ONSE
es des be rectors, they as t
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(colonists. They taught English to native people of colonies and they spread English as they

conveyed their -messages. The missionaries educated native people in the education
(Genters they buili. Also , they were consistent about teaching proper English! to natives. As they
kept spreading their spiritual messages with English language , native populous got more and
imore interested in English. In result , the English language became the main language of natives
in colonies. Also , we should remember that the €hureh itself was the reason why the/science
(Was born , developed and Spread to whole World)

Also , it is important to distinguish between colonies because even though they all dominate

a nation or a community , all of them have different purposes and not all colonies have the same
purpose. Colonies can be split to three different groups such as : exploitation colonies , trade
colonies and settlement colonies. The trade colonies were the first ones that developed. Colonies
in west coast of Africa that existed between 15th and 18th centuries are good examples for trade
colonies. The trade colonies in west coast of Africa were generally established by European
colonialists just after the Europeans discovered new lands in Africa. When the trade colonies
were founded , the colonialists have started commerce with natives of the colonies and the trade
between colonialists and natives were relatively equal at the beginning but the terms of trade got
unequal afterwards. The interaction between colonialists and natives were sporadic and they
generally led natives to learn and adapt to the language. However , the attempts of colonialists to
teach their language usually made natives create new kinds of language variations called pidgins.
(Jay, 2000.)

In other parts of the world , the settlement colonization was concurrent with trade
colonization. The purpose of European colonialists was building new homes , new settlements
and building even better Europes . The interactions between colonialists and natives in settlement
colonies led native people to participate the linguistic competition between their native language

and the language of colonialists. The competition between native languages and dominant

educat on (centers they"bu'ty For sure they taught proper Eng sh
grammat ca y. Loca peop e became more and A3 Reritsa Az sh
Eng sh anguage became w de y used. We shoud keep nm nd that@iw=h
was the very frst p ace where the embryo of ¢ ince Was bora, brought up,
and sprsad outtes he (ird:
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