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Prior learning
The extended essay is a unique task for all students, both those who are studying for the full IB diploma

and course students who choose it as an option. While no particular background is formally required to

undertake the extended essay, students are strongly recommended to carry out research in a subject

area they are currently studying in the Diploma Programme to ensure that they have sufficient subject

knowledge to complete the task. If a student has a background in the subject that is not from their

Diploma Programme studies, the student must ensure that they are familiar with the subject from a

Diploma Programme perspective.

For those students completing a world studies extended essay, it is strongly recommended that they

are undertaking a course of study in at least one of the subjects chosen for their essay. A familiarity with

research methods would be an advantage; however, when students begin the extended essay, part of the

process is to develop an understanding of the methodology most appropriate for the research area within

the chosen subject. Developing this understanding will be undertaken with the support and guidance of

their supervisor, Diploma Programme and/or extended essay coordinator and librarian.


